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DARDANELLES   COMMISSION

Dardanelles.   Kilid-Bahr, on the European shore of the Narrows, looking towards Gallipoli

and restored full Turkish sove-
reignty, subject to the exclusion
of certain classes of warships and
the opening of the straits to free
commercial navigation in peace-
time. From March 2, 1941, the
Turkish govt. demanded that all
ships using the Dardanelles must
identify themselves and take a
pilot on board. The other signa-
tories of the Montreux convention
refused to accede to a Russian
demand, 1946, for a revision giving
Russia .joint responsibility with
Turkey for the defence of the
strait.

Dardanelles, ATTACKS ON THE.
British naval operations against
Turkey during the First Great
War. On Nov. 3, 1914, the outer
forts at the Dardanelles were bom-
barded by four battleships (British
and French) under Adm. Garden,
when the first shots were fired at
the Dardanelles. On Dec. 13 the
British submarine B 11 succeeded
in passing the Narrows, and tor-
pedoed and sank the old Turkish
battleship Messudiya. On Jan. 15,
1915, the French submarine Saphir
was sunk attempting the passage.
Meantime the decision had been

reached by the Allies to deliver a
purely naval attack on the Darda-
nelles, in order to force a passage
and reach Constantinople (Istan-
bul). This plan was regarded by
Lord Fisher, the First Sea Lord,
as most dangerous, and was
adopted in defiance of the teaching
of naval history.

The Dardanelles defences,
though old and armed with anti-
quated guns, were extraordinarily
strong because of topographical
conditions. The main defences
were at the Narrows, where the
channel is only 1,300 yards wide
and the current is strong.

Above the Narrows was yet an-
other series of strong works at
Nagara. The batteries were sup-
plemented by minefields, and the
rapid current enabled the Turks
to use floating mines with success.
The troops and forts were under
German direction. -The German
battle cruiser Goeben, with Tur-
kish torpedo craft, was ready to
engage any Allied vessel which
succeeded in getting through.

The attack opened on Feb. 19,
1915, when eight, armoured ships
engaged the forts at the entrance.

On March 1-4, works near Cape
Kephez were attacked, and the
forts at the Narrows were engaged,
the attack on the latter continu-
ing during March 5-8. On March
18, under Adm. de Robeck, an
attempt was made to force the
Narrows, which ended in a serious
reverse, owing to British shortage
of ammunition and the strength
of the Turkish defences and mines.
Of 16 armoured vessels engaged on
the Allied side, six were put out of
action temporarily or perman-
ently. No serious effect was pro-
duced on the defences. Allied war-
ships supporting the landings at
GaUipoli also suffered serious
losses during the land campaign.
Not until Nov. 10, 1918, after the
surrender of Turkey, did British
warships pass up the strait. Consult
The Dardanelles Campaign, H. W.
Nevinson, 1918 ; The World Crisis,
W. S.Churchill,1923-29 (vol.ii). For
the military campaign see Gallipoli.
Dardanelles Commission. A
Royal commission appointed to
inquire into the failure of the ex-
pedition sent by Great Britain to
Gallipoli in 1915. Lord Cromer
was chairman of the commission,

Dardanelles.  Relief map of the Dardanelles in relation to Thrace and Asia Minor.   Inset, sketch map of the S. extremity
of the Gallipoli Peninsula ; the figures show the number of guns and their calibre in the Turkish forts in 1915